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Michael Quinn Patton (born
1945) is an independent
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consultant, and former
president of the American
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the founder and director of
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Evaluation. After receiving his
doctorate in sociology from
the University of
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18 years on the faculty of the
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independent consultant with
more than 40 years’
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Minnesota, where, according
to the state’s poet laureate,
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Quinn Patton has crafted the
most comprehensive and
systematic book on
qualitative research and
evaluation methods, inquiry
frameworks, and analysis
options available today.
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Quinn Patton, is an approach
based on the principle that an

evaluation should be judged
Page 26/43



on its usefulness to its
intended users. Therefore
evaluations should be
planned and conducted in
ways that enhance the likely
utilization of both the findings
and of the process itself to
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independent consultant with
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applied research and program
evaluations. He lives in
Minnesota, where, according
to the state’s poet laureate,
Garrison Keillor, “all the
women are strong, all the
men are good-looking, and all
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average.”
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nice context/backstory for the
research Patton discusses. In
that sense it is a good intro
book for qualitative methods,
and | found his discussion on
qualitative evaluation more
helpful than the discussion on

basic or applied qualitative
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research.
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major contributions to
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presented. Twelve primary
strategic themes of
qualitative inquiry illuminate
the unique niche of
qualitative inquiry in research
and evaluation studies. Seven
distinct, criteria-based

frameworks for presenting
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and judging qualitative
findings are provided.
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Michael Quinn Patton, PhD,
directs an organizational
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consulting business,
Utilization-Focused
Evaluation. He has been an
independent evaluation
practitioner for over 35 years
and has worked at local,
state, national, and

international levels. He has
Page 35/43



been teaching at The
Evaluators’ Institute since its
beginning.
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approach as one choice that is
responsive to context. This
approach is not intended as
the solution to every
situation. Development
evaluation is particularly
suited to innovation, radical

program re-design,
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replication, complex issues,
crises In these situations, DE
can help by: framing
concepts, test quick
iterations, tracking
developments ...
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Better Evaluation

Drawing on more than 40
years of experience
conducting applied social
science research and program
evaluation, author Michael
Quinn Patton has crafted the

most comprehensive and
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systematic book on
qualitative research and
evaluation methods, inquiry
frameworks, and analysis
options available today.
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Qualitative Research and
Evaluation methods, 4 th
Sage Publications. Patton,
M.Q. (2014) Top 10
Developments in Qualitative
Evaluation for the Last
Decade. The American

Evaluation Association is
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celebrating Qualitative
Evaluation Week. The
contributions all this week to
aea365 come from evaluators
who do qualitative evaluation.
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